
Sources for Facts and Figures Cited in NPR Press Release 
(all digital) 

 
1. Complicity, How the North Promoted, Prolonged and Profited from Slavery, Anne 

Farrow, Joel Lang and Jenifer Frank, Ballantine Books, Random House, NY, 2005. To access the 

Chapter from Complicity on the CT ivory trade, “Plunder for Pianos,” (as printed in the Hartford 

Courant) go to: http://www.courant.com/news/special-reports/hc-

newivory1.artsep29,0,1644555.story?page=1 
 

 

2. IVORY Scourge of Africa, Ernst D. Moore, Harper and Brothers Publishers, NY, 1931 (see #7 

for digital access) 
 

3. Ivory Cutting: The Rise and Decline of a Connecticut Industry, Donald L. Malcarne and 
Brenda Milkofsky, on line at the Connecticut Humanities Council website: 
http://connecticuthistory.org/ivory-cutting-the-rise-and-decline-of-a-connecticut-
industry/#sthash.Do7g3gKt.dpuf 
 

4. Deep River and the African Elephant, National Geographic OnLine Blog: A Voice for 
Elephants, Dr. Paula Kahumba, November 12, 2013: 
http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/2013/11/12/deep-river-and-the-african-
elephant/#.UoLqfTAmlcg.email 
 

5. When the Music in our Parlors Brought Death to Darkest Africa, Richard Conniff, Audubon 
Magazine, July 19, 1987: http://faculty.washington.edu/ellingsn/Conniff-Music-Death-Africa.pdf 

 

6. Two Towns, Sad Legacy from the Old Ivory Trade, Bill Ryan, New York Times, Sept 20, 1998 
http://www.nytimes.com/1998/09/20/nyregion/two-towns-sad-legacy-from-the-old-ivory-
trade.html 

 

7. Ivory’s Ghosts: The White Gold of History and the Fate of Elephants, John Frederick 
Walker, Grove/Atlantic Press, NY 2009 (Has extensive passages from Moore’s IVORY Scourge of 
Africa which can be accessed on line at): 
http://books.google.com/books?id=ziguuqOvNE8C&pg=PA109&lpg=PA109&dq=deep+river,+ct
+ivory+trade&source=bl&ots=AP1a_mZM-O&sig=QQpoC-
aDjAaO0aUxzSWqIv6R064&hl=en&sa=X&ei=DzSzU7XyJJWlqAaqkIFw&ved=0CCsQ6AEwAzgK#v
=onepage&q=deep%20river%2C%20ct%20ivory%20trade&f=false 
 

8. Battle For The Elephant, National Geographic Society film, 2013: 

http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/battle-elephants-ep1-plight 
 

9. “A Look at Elephant Families,” and “Into the Wild,” Dr. Andrea Turkalo, 60 Minutes 
segments on the forest elephants of Africa 1/10/2010 and 7/2/2012:   
http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/a-look-at-elephant-families/  and 
http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/60-minutes-presents-into-the-wild-part-2/ 
 
10. From Deep River to Denver: Ivory in America, Steven Stone, Guest Blogger, Annamiticus, 
Nov. 22, 2013:  http://annamiticus.com/2013/11/22/deep-river-denver-ivory-america/ 
 

11. The Last Journals of David Livingstone in Central Africa, Harper & Bros., NY, 1875; PBS 
documentary, Secrets of the Dead: The Lost Diary of Dr. Livingstone, 2014, available at: 
http://www.netflix.com/WiMovie/80003157?trkid=13462100   Also see UCLA: “Livingstone’s 
1871 Field Diary,” at:  http://livingstone.library.ucla.edu/1871diary/transcriptions.htm 
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Background on Facts and Figures Cited in Press Release 
 

 
 
 
 

HOW MANY ELEPHANTS? 
 

No precise figure is known for the total number of elephants taken over a 100-year period 

(1840-1940) for the Deep River and Essex, CT ivory businesses, but based on company records, 

and direct knowledge of company men in Africa, a reasonable—though conservative—estimate 

of at least 500,000 elephants can be made.  Ernst Moore, the Zanzibar-based ivory buyer for 

Comstock Cheney and Pratt Read, hand picked ivory tusks in the market, and travelled to the 

interior of Africa to observe tusk collection. Citing figures he kept for his own records, Moore 

wrote in his 1931 memoir, IVORY Scourge of Africa, that between 1907-11 alone, the Connecticut 

trade took 30,000 elephants EACH YEAR, while noting others claimed 40,000-100,000 prior to 

that.  Extrapolating, and using only Moore’s annual lower figure of 30,000/year, and applying it 

to just one decade, it would mean 300,000 elephants were sacrificed; 600,000 if calculated over 

two decades.  Allowing for off years, a very conservative total number then for elephants killed 

for the ivory trade in Connecticut is at least 500,000. The figure was probably much higher. 
{Source: IVORY Scourge of Africa, Ernst D. Moore, pp. 213, 215} 

 

Just how high was put forth by Esmond Bradley Martin, Jr., a conservation expert living in Kenya, 

and the World Wildlife Fund’s ivory trade investigator and UN Special Envoy. Writing in a 2001 

article for BBC History magazine, “The Great White Gold Rush,” Martin’s research estimates 

showed that there were “nearly 44,000 elephants killed each year from 1850-1914,” equal to 

“700 tons every year or 2,800,000 elephants killed.” (Source: Ivory’s Ghosts, John F. Walker)  

 

HOW MANY HUMAN BEINGS? 
 

Along with the staggering number of elephants killed, a great number of humans were sacrificed 

for Connecticut’s ivory trade. More than half a century of missionary and explorer eyewitness 

accounts, between 1840-1890, document the suffering.  In the 19th century, there were no 

railroads or transport lines in central Africa where elephants were found. Africans had to be 

captured and forced to carry the tusks from the interior to the coast. The great African explorer 

and missionary, Dr. David Livingstone, observed in the 1850s, that five black people were killed 

for each elephant tusk that reached the coast. Henry Stanley, Livingstone’s companion, put the 

number much higher. Livingstone and others noted that conditions of the tusk caravans were so 

brutal, half of all Africans died in transit. Those that survived were sold as slaves for plantations 

in the New World . {Source: Complicity, Anne Farrow, et al, 2005, p. 209.} 
 

In a groundbreaking work, writer and researcher Anne Farrow, with the assistance of Essex 

Town Historian, Don Malcarne, estimated that at least two million Africans were sacrificed for 

the Connecticut trade. Using Dr. Livingstone’s figure of five people per tusk, and taking just 

Comstock-Cheney’s records of 200,000 tusks cut between 1879 and 1900, Malcarne calculated 

that one million human beings were sacrificed for the Essex factory alone. Bringing Pratt Read 

into the equation, which handled many more tusks than Comstock-Cheney, the conservative 

estimate becomes two million African lives. (Numbers are based on only a 21-year period).  

{Source:  Complicity, Anne Farrow, et al, 2005, p. 209.} 

 
For More Info, Contact Marta Daniels, Tel: 860-343-3191    8/17/2014 


