
 

 

“I wish you all the joy you can wish” 

William Shakespeare – The Merchant of Venice 

The cacophony generated by radio, television, computer and telephone seems more and more to 

interfere with our ability to feel the positive that is directed toward us every day.  If we are 

fortunate enough to wake up early, the sunrises of late have been spectacular.  If we manage to 

be out and about for the equally colorful sunsets, we might stay out for the starry nights where 

Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Mercury and Venus have all been visible this month.  With the leaves 

fallen we can see farther into the woods to spot that elusive doe.  And…Hooray—the mosquitoes 

are gone.  Take an outdoor breath this weekend.  You’ll find some joy.  

 

Town Hall News: 

Beginning on Monday, November 30 the procedures for visiting and doing business at the Town 

Hall will be adjusted for the safety of patrons and staff. Town Hall will continue to be fully 

staffed, and we are available to you as always, but the entrance will now be from the Elm Street 

(Auditorium) entrance, where you will be greeted and asked to sign in.  Just one visitor at a time 

per office.  We encourage you to do as much business as you can by mail, phone or online.  If 

your business necessitates that you visit, please call to schedule assistance. 

We will continue to re-evaluate based on the local and state infection rate, and to adjust our 

procedures as necessary.  Please monitor this website for up-to-date information, and. bear in 

mind that our primary concern is for your health and safety, and ours.  We will do our best to 

minimize the inconvenience to visitors. 

Testing News update: 

Free COVID-19 testing continues in Old Saybrook on a daily basis, with the exception of 

Thanksgiving Day. Community Health Center has established a permanent testing site for both 

symptomatic and asymptomatic residents in Old Saybrook.    Testing will continue to be 

available from 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM at Saybrook Point by the Mini Golf Course. No 

appointments necessary, but the average wait time is 2 hours, so think about arriving early.  Due 

to high demand the number of cars in line will be assessed beginning at noon.  Lines may close 

early if demand exceeds CHC ability to test everyone in line before closing. CHC staff will 

advise those already in line when capacity for the day has been reached and your patience and 

flexibility is appreciated.  The COVID-19 PCR Test is the most reliable test and takes 2-3 days 

for results to be available.    

 



 

In addition to this, CHC is working to establish another testing site in our area with a location yet 

to be determined. 

 

Go to www.chc1.com to view all locations and hours of operation for Community Health Center 

COVID-19 testing sites, complete your registration form in advance to bring with you and to find 

additional details about the testing and view a video of the testing process.  

 

CT CARES Small Business Grant Program: 

 

 One-time $5,000 Grant is still available 

 Small Businesses (less than 20 FTE's) can apply 

 For more details and eligibility requirements follow this link: 

https://portal.ct.gov/DECD/Content/Coronavirus-Business-Recovery/CT-CARES-Small-

Business-Grant-Program  

 

Deep River/Chester Lions: 

The Deep River/Chester Lions Club will be selling Connecticut-grown Christmas trees at the 

Deep River Hardware Store once again. The trees will range between 5 and 8 feet tall and will be 

priced at $45 each. Varieties are Fraser fir, Concolor fir, Douglas fir, and Blue Spruce. All the 

proceeds will be used for the annual free Turkey Dinner for Deep River and Chester senior 

citizens, to be held takeout-style on January 9, 2021. The Christmas tree sale begins the day after 

Thanksgiving, Nov. 27. Hours will be Monday – Friday, 8:00 – 5:30 p.m.; Saturday, 8 – 5; and 

Sunday, 9-4. 

 

COVID Alert CT: 

Connecticut has launched COVID Alert CT, an exposure notification app that can let you know 

if you have been exposed to COVID-19 – all without disclosing any of your personal 

information. In order to slow the spread of COVID 19 it is important that as many people as 

possible make sure the app is on their phone. This app is only as successful as the number of 

people who download it.  The app is available in multiple languages, and is available both on 

Android and iPhone.  

Find out more and learn how to download or set up the app at ct.gov/covidalertct.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015T8AR6GqQyv6y4XQkjV57hSWT-k0OcPMlVf0e8QrBXRrsGdY4303vI_Xiu9TqN2slCk5_gOYHX7GfZv4nntZYKbMRXEjxE_mf_6pJ0cguJmHVL3vvT4-zRTEPh9vh_-uJCOUd3Tq5mG_4S8J4kVG0PFMmaN6u_-oGjeGiwt8nvpgPPcogT3S50IXtjjWxA-5kKtdMQa0S1S3zBof64g7LZE-X8rKv12vyJGVsjqywNNl2RH2TmTvHizwJaSUvxybJyiSZ4FAHDfqf8gulxuqX-RP6henmSTOKJrNP-PAv7lPNMkKxcQhRBfr2DBU7NeP1r1CXUuMozPIh4OuTac6QXsbPogB87tfuDR3bn7CcTWd2z2tZvS6s9-kzUDjQjup00zQrfcR1xIZ5ooVT-WKVA3doobD2dF-kUoRRsUcnbWsMHYYcEUCgGLODKoRianswvQY5t0PH4-DAa4V9uLKErct0ztQGlzJgpQSKEuCrvaNGuQ-UHv02GzcFvGLoIM54thiGTSSRHyw8-Zrlq-eydJUGL4xQp9q_nEt5tmT-oBKfA6ZI8mvTwNgR8yVESMcyq2qYOJ6gU5DQEexH-oUzft4AbLby22G70AY-d-2Ir0IuzCaWYpj1EKLkAv2kmyW63Fd8JzAbzMZde1xuj7zg9lzu52lewml3FaiB2Px5ld-yNECXlzER1TR-83QDosiz4DfRkMDu4_30jwhWg-Jdx4rj2jrQFr2Qc2NHelEm_43ZbcpStnAzXAPlA3ai5ZItcqUtnDy4KL7cSYUfWUqXWJ1bPCj4wxwsnxH5e-WacuObLj_2zvnW1Bh3NApSVx4kaLXL341WEtxmbXfWOdqGMyCXzId773FWP8_dEd_SrD4_7qbAzpGrhqF1TznmUPRn_QfVrVMG8KVNgF_JbIqWv3mC9QJtd_H5idiUC_b3AQPOn442Wx_cw5tBlDr-w3ACxoa56suWx2olzqYZ5dKSZes7LqGKRpqpP4v9kM8oUXcQ12ZjehZiSDP389JSh8xfnAIbl8ipzC2reaeq7hcM8nCecHUJeLsRPyCuDhrBaNHe5tyG0UMFxAOPxVI2IUBxxmvvXxzBmV_O-uw8jtGfeGV7ScU8KTRhb2vjlyFrVWsz1XQ1u8xhXJDf0a2ZI8jkUk42KmjPFhrOa5cwi1WPGoDQbY9GQdTGOBaLz18TXRVpBjHexNb2uU6zNV_3vv7BTbFbSNwzGcHeBa3bJBgVt1JUaARXOCx0yLY0eWVpfEcfyC0SPnLORGdMgtsC42NMfZrGd6vxQxZefhaqSkPWJPZIioqiehbWf4XNlfKquVi9YJUx5Lls3pZn2x6b53C6A4YfkM8lE0Is90wX4e3huJMzazvyjnBxfYEUxqS1BtBr2PS3fYglRhHKaWWRs0S&c=GrXd2t4xtVJJWOgvpaUKngBazYxwlFBsjAGukpHLudQvu5biyfhjRw==&ch=j8xvpHBg1SgSWLeTSFN5vXwcfbhKhB4EDIc9vyHLyZbTCvTmKdgcow==
https://portal.ct.gov/coronavirus/covidalertCT/homepage


Local, Local, Local: 

Thanksgiving marks the beginning of the holiday season (regardless of the fact that Christmas 

decorations have been spotted at larger department stores since Halloween).  I am asking that we 

all think twice before clicking on that Amazon purchase and take a walk downtown to visit our 

own local merchants.  If ever there was a time to “keep it local” this is it.  I’m certain that most 

of our merchants have a web presence if you wish to shop form home or will accommodate your 

needs over the telephone. 

 

Here come the holidays:   

I know that my Thanksgiving traditions are suffering this year, and I expect that most everyone’s 

are.  I wish you all the joy you can wish, but please be careful.  We know what we need to do to 

keep ourselves, our loved ones, and our neighbors safe.  COVID fatigue is real, our stress levels 

are real, and will continue to rise, and while there is a glimmer of light around the corner, we 

have not reached it, and, in fact, we have a long row to hoe.  Hang in there.  Look past the noise 

and remember the message:   

Wear your mask, wash your hands, watch your distance. 

We have the strength to carry on, and while our patience has been stretched, seemingly, to its 

limits, those limits will be tested further during the holiday weeks now approaching.  We will 

endure the hardships yet to come just as we have during the months thus far.  We will carry on 

because we must.  We bear that responsibility to ourselves—as well as to our friends and 

neighbors.  It is the combined strength of our Community that will bring us through the 

pandemic identified as COVID-19. 

In the best of times, the Holidays are bitter-sweet.  As we gather with those closest to us, we are 

reminded of lost loved ones.  With the list of invitees pared for health’s sake, we need to 

communicate with missing guests.  It is important to call our family and friends both far and 

wide.  We should check in with our neighbors, especially those folks who we cheerfully wave to 

as they pass by, but whom we scarcely know. 

We will get through this together, we are Deep River.   

 

Be safe, be well, be kind 

Peace 

Angus 

 

“I drink to the general joy of the whole table” 

William Shakespeare - Macbeth 

 
 


